142                  A LITERARY MAN'S POLITICAL EXPERIENCES
its series "Ten Questions." In reply to the question: "Do you have
any involvement with politics?", I had replied, "I am a communist."
In response to another question I had stated: "The issue before me is
the spiritual life of mine and the social life of others."
An old Communist friend, Santhanam, wrote a letter to me after
the publication of the interview. I have not been able to lay my hands
on his letter. I have been able to find a copy of my reply to him
dated 20 July 1964.
Comrade Santhanam is a doctor in North Arcot district. He it was
who had received me at the Janasakthi office when I arrived there
in 1947 as a "half-ticket boy." It was he who received my mother's
letter of introduction and who consoled me when I broke into tears.
I had developed the same respect for him as for every other Commu-
nist at that time.
I think that Santhanam left the party in 1948 at the time of
extremism and violence. Later, in 1954, when I found refuge for some
time at the Samaran office in Kumbakonam, I met Santhanam.
He came to the office to meet Ismat Pasha. I did not know the extent
to which Santhanam's views coincided with those of Ismat Pasha.
Having seen my picture and address in Ananda Vikatan he wrote a
letter to me asking: "Are you the same Jayakanthan?" He said that
the impression he gathered from my replies published in Ananda
Vikatan was that I did not accept the contention that a communist
could only be a mere materialist. His thinking too was along the same
lines, he added. He asked whether I could write him a detailed letter
explaining my views. I found my reply to Santhanam in my diary,
with the information given above as an introduction.
Below is the letter that I wrote to Santhanam:
20 July 1964,
Madras 8.
Dear friend:
Namaskaram. I was delighted to receive your kind letter. What
you have guessed about me is one hundred per cent correct. I
remember you well. I recall our meeting in the provincial committee
office and our subsequent meeting in Kumbakonam. I did not
know where you lived since and what your pattern of life was. That
was all.
Well, let us come to the point.
I do not regard materialism as a lightweight, worldly philosophy